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OUR  CITY 

•*Men  did  not  love  Rome  befianse 
she  was  ^eat.   She  was  ^reat 
because  they  had  loved  her' 


1 


n 


ET  us  suppose/*  says  Gilbert  Chesterton^  in  words  which 
31       I  have  quoted  once  before,  "let  us  8iu)pose  we  are  con- 

fronted  with  a  desperate  thing — say  Pimlico."  (and 
Pimfico.  I  take  it,  is  a»nparable  to  our  West  Hoboken 
or  Hunt's  Point)  It  is  not  raoui^  for  a  man  to  dis^pfrnve  of 
Pimlico;  in  Aat  case  he  wiB  dtticr  cut  his  Aroat  or  move  to 
Chelsea.  Nor,  certainly,  is  it  enough  for  a  man  to  approve  of 
Pimlico,  for  than  it  will  remain  Pimlico — which  would  be  awful  1 
The  <Hily  way  out  of  it  seems  to  be  f sxmidioc^  to  love  Pimlico, 
to  love  it  with  a  transcendental  tie  and  without  any  eardily  reason. 
If  there  arose  a  man  who  loved  Pimlico,  then  Pimlico  would  rise 
into  ivory  towers  and  golden  pinnacles;  PimUco  would  attire  herself 
as  a  woman  does  y^ken  dbe  is  loved.  If  men  loved  PimUco  as 
mothers  loved  their  children,  arbitrarily,  because  shi  is  dieirs, 
Pimlico,  in  a  year  or  two,  might  be  fairer  than  Florence.  This,  as 
a  fact,  is  how  cities  did  grow  great  People  first  paid  honor  to 
some  hmored  spot  and  aftarward  gained  ^ory  for  it  "A/en  did 
not  love  Rome  because  she  was  great.    She  was  great  because  Aqr 

had  loved  her,** 

Herbert  Shipman. 
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BESIDE  THE  STILL  WATERS" 


HERE  is  there  such  a  place  about  Neur  York?  With 
four  hunclrecl  miles  of  wator  frout,  cm  dUf  of  Neir 
York  has  only  reserved  five  miles  for  park  purposes — but 
this  five  miles — Riverside  Park — is  a  triumph  of  land- 
sciqpe  ardiitoctiire,  so  great  tfiat  rnun^  think  it  a  bit  of  natural 
woocDand  which  hat  escaped  the  ravaget  of  a  gnMing  dtf* 

Unfortunately,  at  the  foot  of  its  sloping  lawns  and  charm- 
ingly graded  dells  lies  the  railroad;  while  the  outer  section,  along 
die  water's  edge,  from  lack  of  funds,  has  never  been  developed. 
Thus  it  is  not  always  reafized  dial  dm  outer  sedioB,  widi  the  land 
under  water,  is  park  prc^erty  axuA  diat  as  such  the  railroad  has 
no  rights  to  further  extension  therein.  Gvic  pride  should  d^nand 
the  removal  of  dumps  Bsad  coal  pockett  now  widun  its  confinet  and 
imitt  on  die  devdopment  along  tins  i»ater*s  edge  of  fdaysromids, 
swimming  pools,  ball  fields  and  a  basin  for  small  yachts. 

The  present  proposed  plans  call  for  a  blasting  away  of  one- 
half  die  acreage  of  the  devekved  part  of  this  park,  which  will 
give  the  dtaens  a  nmni^ure  Praama  Canal  tlinwq^iout  its  entire 
length,  during  the  period  of  reconstruction.  Reflection  on  any 
city  work,  such  as  the  sd>ways»  the  approaches  to  Manhattan 
Brklge,  or  ansrthmg  awaitmg  comfJelion  or  restwatkm*  will  show 
how  long  dut  reconstruction  period  will  last 

If  there  has  never  been  money  enough  to  develop  the  outer 
section  by  the  water's  edge,  how  can  we  expect  appropriations  for 
die  immense  reconstruction  following  die  blasting  away  of  to  large 
an  area?  The  $300,000  to  be  givoi  by  the  raflroad  ocmipany  will 
not  pay  for  the  fiUing-in  process  alone,  and  the  lovely  sloping  lawns 
to  the  water's  edge*  shown  by  the  model,  are  <Hily  possibilities  of 
what  might  fcnppaa  if  thg  city  mr  hmd  the  monny  to  tpamd. 
During  the  cmistructkm  period    various  **nnitancet"  would 
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have  iDCieased  ^diin  the  park  district  and  along  die  river  front, 
which  citizens  would  find  greater  difficulty  m  having  ronoved  than 

the  "nuisances*'  already  there.  Two  very  important  and  serious 
conditions  are  to  be  permanent.  At  1  35th  Street  there  is  to  be  an 
opm^  uncovered  freig^  yard  of  thiriy-Kxld  tracki»  with  conunmial 
docks  at  diis  pcint  Below  72d  Strert.  m  a  section  whidi  bow  has 
the  highest  death  rate  in  the  city,  there  is  to  be  a  three-tier  cattle 
runway  extending  800  feet  into  the  river.  Mentally  connect  the 
two  and  add  to  the  kievitable  jmse  of  shifting  trains,  die  holding 
of  cattle  cars  in  diis  open  im^t  yard*  widi  all  the  nauseating 
odors.  This  in  the  heart  of  a  residential  section.  The  law  now 
permits  cattle  in  transportation  to  remain  nearly  two  days  without 
water  and  the  pitiful  cry  <rf  the  suffering  beast  is  even  now  a 
harrowing  sound  in  erne's  ears.  From  die  open  frei^t  yard,  up 
through  the  proposed  thirteen  ventilating  shafts  in  the  park,  and 
again  from  the  open  yard  and  cattle  runway  below  72d  Street,  will 
cmne  the  pestilential  odors  and  the  cry  of  die  helpless  heart.  With 
increased  facilities  die  raflroad  may  move  its  live  frei^t  more 
quickly,  but  it  will  also  increase  the  number  and  amount  of  such 
freight. 

"The  voice  of  Rachd  weqnng  for  hor  children"  has  bea 

heard  in  our  city  this  summer.  Shall  we  not  listen  to  that  ciy  and 
learn  a  lesson?  Let  us  emphasize  the  fact  that  there  have  been 
very  few  cases  of  infantile  paralysis  between  the  two  parks — River- 
side and  Central— in  a  MClioii  wliere  13»220  duldNB  wtm 
registered  in  Ae  public  schools.  What  effect  have  trees  and 
water,  purifying  the  air*  had  on  this  epidemic? 

"Evoy  city  in  die  wwld  and  eqiecially  European  cities  have 
seen  to  it  diat  didr  water  fronts  are  protected,  because  after  all 
they  are  the  legitimate  playgrounds  of  the  people.  Those  who 
come  from  our  congested  tenement  districts  find  fresh  air  which 
is  deekd  to  them  in  tlwir  Imnes.*'  Tlus  is  true»  fc^  cm  torrid 
nights,  when  the  more  fortunate  are  in  die  country,  die  tenement 
mother  with  her  babe  seeks  this  little  open  place  for  rest,  beside  the 
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cool  waters.    How  many  lives  have  these  noble  trees  saved,  1,800 

of  ^diich  are  to  be  felled? 

Quoting  an  expert  of  die  Hicb  Nurseries:    "Many  of  diese 

are  magnificent  spreading  specimens  which  would  take  nearly  a 
century  to  grow."  He  also  tells  how  trees,  thirty  feet  in  height, 
which  would  be  less  dian  half  the  size  of  most  of  those  to  be 
destroyed,  may  grow  m  three  feet  of  sc^  However,  with  a  ial 
concrete  base  and  consequent  lack  of  drainage,  the  best  systons 
must  be  employed  to  prevent  the  roots  from  freezing  or  rotting. 
Abo  oohr  widi  the  most  perfect  qrstem  of  irrigation  could  grass  be 
grown  tm  die  steep  river  slope  widi  exposure  to  die  baking  wertarn 
sun.  These  smaller  trees  with  their  lack  of  shade  would  cost  indi- 
vidually, according  to  varied,  from  $80  to  $120  for  purchase, 
tranqiortatioQ  and  pUiMing. 

Five  thousand  shrubs  are  to  be  sacrificed,  whidi  could  be 
transplanted  to  other  parks  temporarily  or  even  permanently.  No 
pravisicm  has  been  made  fw  this  or  for  ccHiserving  the  top  soil,  which 
is  always  costly.  Wba  oiie4ialf  of  die  park  area  is  coiitidered. 
the  waste,  destructicm  and  expanse  can  be  undmtood  widiout  figures, 
as  can  the  almost  hopelessness  of  reconstruction. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Harwi,  consulting  engineer,  who  has  made  a  careful 
study  of  die  park,  modd  and  proposed  idans,  calk  attention  to  die 
clause  printed  on  the  plans:  **The  top  of  die  wxrf  may  be  raised 
or  lowered."  If  it  should  be  decided  to  raise  the  roof  * 'sufficiently, 
perhaps,  to  parmit  at  some  future  date  some  overhead  tracks  this 
featme  (a  flat  terrace  above  the  |»esent  park  levdi)  will  be  sdll 
more  objectionable.    The  model  shows  large  areas  between  96th 
and  98th  Streets,  also  between  78th  and  82d  Streets,  from  which- 
it  will  not  be  possible  to  see  the  river  or  enjoy  its  breezes.** 
"Granted  diat  *die  improvement*  is  finished,  what  will  it  look 
Wl»7"  continues  Mr.  Harwi.  "The  city  will  have  a  disfigured  park, 
resembling  a  fortification,  and  with  a  water  front  bounded  by  an 
embankment,  n^iich  makes  it  practically  inaccessible.    It  will  have 
9ven  away  in  perpetuity  vahiaUe  rights  bdrnging  to  the  City.  A 
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move  retioiiable  sdbtKMu  to  far  at  die  Gtjr  of  New  York  it  coiv* 

cemed,  would  be  to  lower  the  tracks  ten  feet;  to  make  the  over- 
head room  a  minimum  and  to  roof  over  the  same.  Thus  the  nature 
of  the  shore  front  would  be  established;  no  additioBal  right  of  way 
in  die  paik  granted  to  fSm  railroad  c<MBpany»  for  it  would  only 
lead  to  further  and  larger  controversies  at  some  future  date.  If  it 
is  commercially  advantageous  to  the  City  for  the  railroad  company 
to  have  move  brackt  within  its  bordert*  it  can  be  acoomplithed 
widmut  nraing  aiqr  of  ilt  parin  by  meam  of  tunndt.** 

We  have  quoted  Mr.  Harwi  at  length,  because  of  the  con- 
structive elements  in  his  report. 

Everyone  who  studies  the  subject  or  makes  a  rq>ort  pointt  out 
tbe  destruction  to  real  ettate  vakes,  but  dial  it  a  more  pertonal 
element,  great  though  it  is.  It  is  for  the  conservation  of  a  much 
needed  city  park,  the  conservation  and  development  of  a  beautiful 
place  of  recreation  im  die  ci^  shores  4^  ow  gieatett  river — tlie 
WBltewdj  of  America — that  we  {dead. 

The  citizens  of  the  Empire  City  should  rise  now  to  make  real  in 
dieir  own  land  the  visions  of  beauty  they  seek  abroad. 

**Our  Gty»"  what  viooa  do  tbe  words  bring  fordi.  One  of  joy, 
tadnett  or  detpair>  Many  wlio  crftidte  New  York  conditiont  add: 
**I  will  welcome  the  end  of  the  war,  that  I  may  live  in  a  city 
beautiful,  abroad^  anyjvhere*  would  be  surprised  to  attribute  that 
feeling  to  despair  dctpair  of  betteimg  concbtioM  m  dieir  own  fan* 
land.  The  Uak  teems  to  Herculean  as  one  sees  ill-kept  streete, 
unenforced  ordinairces  and  the  hand  of  commercial  greed  despoiling 
ruthlessly.  Civic  pride  seems  hypnotized,  remaining  in  a  lethargy 
while  the  denxaler  it  at  large.  Thit  ttate  of  mind  vrat  once  con- 
tadered  die  Americam*  iM^efidnett,  dial  tcmwliow,  tome  way,  Pirovi- 
dence  would  nuUify  the  bad  results  of  man*s  wilful  mistakes.  Thus 
has  the  average  citizen  accepted  civic  conditions  and  when  * 'despair" 
lutt  made  ittelf  umomforUAljf  fdt  hat  fled  to  ^i/heste  civic  pride 
acSpeb/  cdrtt.  Indhridualhr,  work  it  done*  magmficoit  wwk,  for 
bettering  conditions;  but  individually,  many  are  distinctly  to  blame 


for  New  York  lying  as  "Prometheus  bound**  in  the  mighty  grip  of 
commercial  greed.  Or  if,  Uke  Rip  Vmi  Winkle*  he  tleqit,  hit 
dreamt  are  of  commerdal  omquett;  legithnate,  fair,  but  the  indi- 
vidual must  realize  that  he  "cannot  live  by  bread  alone/*  the  bread 
of  materialism.  Especially  is  this  true  when  he  teekt  in  other  landt 
the  beauty  and  in^Muration  lacking  in  hit  own  city. 

Gvic  pride  taved  die  Palisadet,  but  New  Yorkers  collectivdy, 
residents  of  the  Empire  City  of  the  Empire  State,  supinely  yield  to 
continued  destruction,  rather  than  rising  in  their  might  and  saying: 
"CommerciaUy  we  shall  be  great,  biA  not  at  the  tamfice  of  die 
diingt  and  principles  whidi  would  make  *Our  City*  a  glory  to  die 
land  of  which  it  is  the  gateway.**  For  the  humanitarian  side,  we 
can  make  no  better  appeal  than  to  quote  the  following:  "Ain't  it 
grand?  It't  coimtryr'  cried  the  littk  ragamuffin.  Thak  u  what 
our  parkt  mean  to  the  fittle  ones.  Here  are  we,  writing  books  and 
thrashing  over  and  over  the  questions  of  preparedness,  assimilation 
and  Americanism,  but  would  destroy  one  of  the  city's  crown  jewels. 
Riverside  Park-— or  the  ragged  baby't  Heaven.  That  it  no  exag- 
geration, for  one  it  always  uplifted  by  a  bright,  blue  sky  from 
which  perhaps  have  come  your  babies'  eyes.  "Why  destroy  that 
which  gives  them  a  chance  to  play  upon  the  green,  to  gaze  upon 
die  deqi  blue  above  and  to  devdop  ttrengdi  in  all  t«tet>  Why 
crowd  them  out  of  their  heritage?  Why  produce  infantile  paralysis 
of  the  mind  and  foster  future  criminals,  bred  upon  the  smoke  of  a 
greedy  railroad?"  With  this  quotation  we  leave  our  appeal  to 
die  ddzent  of  New  York. 

Woman's  League  for  the 
Protection  of  Riverside  Park. 
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THE  HERITAGE  OF  A  CITY  CHILD 


XSAW  her  first  half  huddled  on  the  steps 
Of  a  watt  teacmeiiL    Her  scragghr  arms 
Twisted  around  the  shapeless,  dirty  ma» 
That  spoke  her  "htde  motherhood'*  too  well. 
Her  wflciU  qukk-moving  eyes  distrusted  me 
And  all  die  world   Her  rough  hair  fell  like  scars 
Across  her  sagging  shoulders,  and  her  mouth 
Hung  open,  lifeless,  in  the  lurid  heat, 

«  «  «  And  then  «  «  «  I  saw  her  under  gracious  trees. 
Flat  on  her  stomach  on  the  hampy  ground. 

Watching  a  family  of  eager  ants 

And  funny,  wriggly  worms.    A  pop-eyed  toad 

Leered  at  k^r  harmlessly.    Her  quick,  wild  eyes 

Had  cauf^t  the  f^immor  of  a  f«ry  wmg 

Shrined  in  a  little  flower,  and  bent-legged  elves 

Hid  under  mushrooms,  and  flat,  brown-winged  leaves — 

^    *    ^    My  (keam  Inroke  as  her  doubting  ores  met  mine, 

I  knew  die  fitde,  gmtle,  clever  diings 

Would  have  to  leave  this  sacred  place  of  theirs. 

I  knew  that  smoke-veiled»  blinded  trains  would  spawn 

Like  pallid,  creqnng  maggots  in  the  nig^t 

Begotten  of  man's  lust  for  naked  trade. 

Would  drive  the  elves  and  birds — and  her — away    ♦    ♦  ♦ 

And  she  would  slink  back  to  the  slime  and  sin 

And  dangmms  sqpialor  of  that  filthy  street    «    ^  « 

She  would  leave  all  her  childhood's  rij^t — the  |^uaq)se 

Of  fairies — and  perhaps — an  angel's  face    ♦    ♦  ♦ 

With  that  dumb  question  on  her  stupid  hps 

And  that  distrust  returned  to  her  wide  eyes.   ^    «  « 

Theda  Kenyon. 

DsdiciSsdl  to      Woman's  Lmgue  for  dis  Pkotsctkm  of  fUvonkU  P«rk 
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REPORT  OF  S.  J.  HARWI 
Consulting  EIncuneer 

Dated  August  7,  1916. 


To  the  Woman  s  League  for  the  Protection  of  Riverside  Park* 

Ladies: — Riverside  Park  is  the  most  picturesque  tract  of  land 
in  New  Y<Hrk  City.  It  stands  unique  among  dtf  parb  inamudi 
as  it  fronts,  for  its  entire  lengdi,  <m  die  histKmc  Hudson  lUm. 
Grant's  Tomb,  which  occupies  one  of  its  commanding  sites,  has 
yearly  become  the  mecca  for  thousands  of  people  from  far  and 
near.  The  park  has  become  cme  of  the  showplaces  of  die  great 
mrtropolis  and  mdurally  all  pidJic-spirited  citizeu  take  a  great 
pride  in  it. 

Ever  since  this  park  has  come  into  existence,  conunercial  in- 
terests have  evor  beai  rea<|jr  and  willing  to  deqml  it  This 
evidenced  by  die  coal  pockets  and  garbage  plants  widiin  its  borders. 
No  wonder  New  Yorkers  have  become  apprehensive  of  any  and 
all  changes  which  in  any  way  whatsoever  will  afiect  same. 

The  New  York  Central  Raifaroad  Qoiapwy.  whose  tracks  run 
through  it,  along  the  shore  front,  for  its  eirtire  length,  now  widies 
to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  city  of  New  York  whereby  it 
will  get  permission  to  encroach  with  its  tracks  on  considerable  park 
{MToparty.  The  dhanges  called  for  <m  the  {dans  fw  same  aie  my 
extensive  and  it  is  the  purpose  of  die  writer,  whose  views  you  have 
sought  in  the  matter,  to  point  out  some  of  them  in  so  far  as  they 
will  change  the  present  sqipearance  of  the  park. 

The  (rfiject  of  this  proposed  invasion  of  the  paric  is  to  atfwd 
larger  railroad  facilities  to  the  railroad  company  by  means  of  addi- 
tional tracks  and  the  enlargement  of  its  freight  yard.  Hie  roof 
with  which  it  is  proposed  to  cover  same  for  a  distance  of  almost 
diree  miles  will  hide  from  view  diese  larger  railroad  adivities  hiA 
forms  no  barrier  to  any  pos^le  further  encroachment  on  the  water 
front  by  the  railroad.    In  fact  the  proposed  new  arrangement  of  the 
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tracks  and  the  overhead  clearances  specified  would  seem  to  indicate 
tkat  the  plans  were  pr^ared  with  this  object  in  view.  Presumably 
^  proviskm  on  fdam  "croMOvm  may  be  located  m  tamaeb  at  any 

point  required  for  railroad  operation"  has  a  direct  bearing  cm  die 
matter. 

Attention  is  directed  to  the  imqposed  mcreased  ividth  of  the 
ni^t  of  way  from  72d  to  I29di  Street*  and  more  eq>ecially  soudi 

of  76th  Street  where  the  additional  new  railroad  yard  is  to  be 
located. 

On  die  idans  it  is  stated  diat  "the  tmuiel  roof  shall  be  designed 
to  support  die  ground  as  Aiown  by  die  iJan»  profile  and  sections. 

The  top  of  the  roof  may  be  raised  or  lowered  but  shall  be  so  con- 
structed as  to  allow  of  placing  the  minimum  depth  of  EUing  shown 
on  sediona.** 

The  nature  of  die  s(»l  idiich  k  to  fom  dm  covering  is  mrt 

specified.  The  roof  will  be  designed  to  support  "ground  as  shown 
on  plans*' — a  maximum  depth  of  three  feet 

This  is  entirdy  inadequate,  fcNr  it  permits  very  little  graifing  and, 
to  ctrmr  die  tradn,  will  necessitate  a  practically  level  tcarace  about 
one  hundred  feet  wide,  a  considerable  part  of  which  will  be  above 
the  present  park  level  and  will  therefore  obstruct  the  river  view. 
If,  as  stated  on  plans,  it  should  be  decided  b>  raise  die  roof,  suffix 
dcady  perhaps  to  permit  at  scmie  future  date  some  ovediead  tradks» 
this  feature  would  become  still  more  objectionable. 

The  roof  should  be  designed  to  carry  at  least  ten  feet  of  earth. 
It  is  practically  isqpossible  to  have  a  lawn,  with  the  amount  of  att^ 
tion  usually  givoi  to  public  parks,  cm  a  fill  indies  in  dq>th. 
No  large  trees  which  are  an  ornament  to  a  park  will  thrive  in  soil 
three  feet  in  depth. 

The  plans  also  ipedfy  diat  die  sewers  and  p^ies  be  extended 
to  die  outside  slope  over  roof.  Frmi  a  sanitary  point  of  view 
dlis  condition  would  be  intolerable.  They  should  be  extended  into 
die  rivQT  far  enough  to  prevent  any  sewage  from  being  washed  to 
duMre. 


10 


The  railroad  company  wishes  to  acquire  additional  permanent 
easements  from  the  city  on  a  large  tract  of  land,  but  will  not 
reUnqpush  aiqr,  and'  ostemiUy  is  trying  to  acquire  vahiable  fmvileses 
through  the  subterfuge  of  a  would-be  tunnel. 

Were  the  city  to  grant  the  railroad  the  additional  right  of  way 
asked  for,  and  assuming  that  the  natural  slope  of  the  ground  on 
die  eastarly  side  of  the  railroad  tracks  will  be  the  same  as  that 
proposed  for  the  westerly  side,  over  one-half  of  the  park  will  be 
ruined  during  the  period  of  construction.  It  will  take  several  years 
to  finish  such  an  improvement  and  during  all  this  time  the  puk  will 
be  unsi^it^  and  will  have  to  be  closed  to  die  puUic  Most  of  die 
trees,  which  it  took  years  to  grow,  would  have  to  be  sacrificed. 

A  very  ingeniously  constructed  model,  purporting  to  show  the 
finished  improvanent,  is  now  exhibited  at  die  Grand  Ce^al  Station. 
It  is  iJeasing  to  lode  at,  eqiedally  so  ¥^ien  by  a  rtreldi  of  die 
imagination  we  conceive  many  of  the  hollows  easterly  of  the  tunnel 
filled  up  as  shown.  It  shows  large  areas  between  96th  and  98th 
Streets  and  also  between  78th  and  82d  Streets,  from  which  it  will 
not  be  posoble  to  see  die  mer  or  to  enjoy  its  breezes. 

A  lawn  on  a  slope  of  one  and  a  half  to  one  with  a  westerly 
e34)0$ure  and  stately  trees  growing  on  a  roof  with  six  inches  of  soil 
are  a  novel^.  Just  why  the  tUrteea  veirtilatMs  have  to  exiaid 
about  ten  feet  above  the  surface  is  not  dew. 

Of  course,  the  plans  which  necessarily  will  be  included  and 
form  a  part  of  any  agreement  the  city  of  New  York  may  enter  into 
with  the.  New  Y<»k  Central  Raiboad  Gimpany  do  not  show  such 
novelties,  and  one  must  eidmr  connder  them  as  an  artist's  fency  or 
that  same  were  placed  there  to  deceive  the  general  public. 

In  the  matter  of  restoring  the  park  should  it  be  decided  upon 
to  go  ahead  with  this  work  the  total  cost  of  sune,  based  on  the  cost 
of  performing  city  work,  would  be  approximately  $600,000,  and 
for  the  payment  of  which  only  $300,000  is  available.  This  cost 
could  be  definitely  determined  by  getting  up  the  necessary  plans 
and  specifications  and  have  rqputaUe  omtractms  bid  ou  the  wioiic. 
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The  least  expemive  way  of  doiog  ^  work  would  be  for  die  rail- 
road company  to  perform  same  under  a  bond  suficiently  large  to 
insure  its  proper  performance. 

Granted  that  the  inqmvement  is  finished,  what  will  it  be  like? 
The  ^y  will  have  a  disfigured  park,  resea&ling  a  fortificatioii,  and 
with  a  water  front  bounded  by  an  embankment  which  makes  it 
practically  inaccessible.  It  will  have  given  away  in  perpetuity 
fidttabk  rii^ts  now  bd«Hii^  to  city.  Whn  it  beeoiBes 
apparent  ^at  the  city  is  inditferent  as  to  die  future  of  die  park, 
property  values  in  its  neighborhood  will  begin  to  depreciate. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  Port  and  Terminal  G>mmittee  has 
not  ghrca  diis  ptak  proUon  suftdart  study.  A  more  reascNiable 
solution  of  this  problem  would  be,  so  far  as  the  city  of  New  York 
is  concerned,  to  lower  the  tracks  ten  feet;  to  make  the  overhead 
nma  a  mimmmn,  and  to  roof  over  same. 

A  coDservatiye  estimate  of  the  cost  of  lowering  the  trade 
system  throu^  the  park,  based  upon  the  data  at  my  disposal,  is 
$6,500,000.  Compared  with  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  park, 
diis  is  a  small  amount  and  rowcover  it  would  effectually  and 
permanently  settle  this  long  standing  park  probloa.  The  nature 
of  the  shore  front  would  be  established. 

No  additional  right  of  way  in  the  park  should  be  granted  to 
the  railroad  company,  for  it  would  only  lead  to  furthor  and  larger 
coafaromries  at  seme  future  date. 

If  it  is  commercially  advantageous  to  the  city  for  the  railroad 
company  to  have  more  tracks  within  its  borders,  it  can  be  accom^ 
|duhed»  without  rmnmg  any  of  its  parks,  by  means  of  tunnels. 

The  niHhole  matter  idiould  be  referred  to  a  Board  of  &igineers 
not  connected  with  any  of  the  city's  political  or  railroad  interests,  for 
a  careful  study  and  a  complete  report  before  it  is  finally  disposed  of. 
It  is  a  large  problem  which  vitally  atfects  the  future  of  New 
Yoik  City. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)    S.  J.  Harwi. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  REPORT  OF 
HICKS  NURSERIES 
I.  Hicks  &  Son 
Westbuiy.  Long  Island.  N.  Y. 

Dated  July  29.  1916. 


To  the  Woman  s  League  for  the  Protection  of  Rherdie  Park* 

Ladies: — Our  expnt  of  this  o&ce  has  ma^  a  stud^r  of  the 
model  for  the  proposed  dianges  hi  die  New  Yoric  Ccsrtral  Rail- 
road along  the  Hudson,  and  has  noted  with  particular  interest  how 
the  changes  will  affect  the  beauty  of.  Riverside  Park  from  7 2d 
Stmt  to  129th  Stieet 

After  looking  at  die  model,  he  ynaat  up  to  Riverside  Park,  and 
from  his  understanding  of  where  the  proposed  track  is  to  go,  would 
say  that  many  of  the  sloping  lawns,  knolls  and  vistas  would  be 
eliminated  and  stitf  terraces  and  a  bead  flat  deck  wUi  a  coming 
of  not  moie  dian  diree  feet  of  top  sdl  would  take  dieir  place. 

It  would  seem  that  the  park  is  none  too  wide  at  present  and  by 
elinunating  the  many  dales  and  hills  the  natural  beauty  of  the 
park  would  be  destroyed. 

From  our  observation  die  Ing  trees  diat  are  in  die  padi  of  the 
proposed  change  are  chiefly  of  the  following  varieties: 

Acer  platancndes.  Norway  maple. 

Acer  dasycarpum.  Silver  maple. 

Fagus  f erruginea.  American  beech. 
Catal^  qieciosa  and  .^Undiiis. 

Ulmus  Americans.  Anmicandm. 

Ginkgo  biloba.  Maidenhair  tree. 

Aesculus  Hippocastanum.  Horse  chestnut 

X^kdkschia  triacandios.  Honqr  locust 
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Robina  pseudacacia*  Yellow  locurt. 

Qumot  vdiitiaii.  Black  oak* 

Quercus  rabra.  Red  oaL 

Quercus  palustris.  Pin  oak. 

Liriodendron  tulipifera.  Tulip  tree. 

Salix  vitdliaa  aiurea.  Goldbi-barked  wiUow. 

Carolina  and  Lombardy  poplais. 

Liquidambar  styraciflua.  Sweet  gum. 

Many  of  these  trees  are  immense,  spreading  specimens  that 
WouU  take  nearly  a  century  to  grov^. 

Some  of  the  larger  trees  can  be  moved,  but  some  are  so  old 
and  have  the  roots  so  intertwined  with  the  rocks  that  it  is  not 
best  to  move  than. 

The  approximate  cost  of  a  tree  twenty-five  feet  high,  five  to 
inches  in  diameter  and  twelve  to  sixteen  feet  spread  would  be  about 
or  between  $30  and  $80  dehvered;  to  this  must  be  added  a  plant- 
mg  diarge  which  would  average  between  $20  and  $40.  (Such 
a  tree  is  half  Ae  nze  of  most  to  be  destroyed.) 

As  we  understand  it,  approximately  several  hundred  trees  will 
have  to  be  retraced.  Should  the  proposed  change  be  approved 
one  can  leaditjr  see  diat  diis  wiU  take  more  dian  ^  city  can  wdl 
aivropriate.    Evergreens  of  certain  kinds  can,  no  doubt,  be  grown. 

The  average  depth  to  which  the  roots  of  a  twenty-five-foot 
free,  five  inches  in  diameter,  would  go  is  from  three  to  /our  fetU 
A  tree  horn  ^wnrleen  to  sixle«  feet,  diree  inches  in  diameter,  would 
have  roots  that  go  from  two  to  three  feet  If  die  sdl  is  deeper 
and  fertile  the  roots  will  go  much  deeper.  We  examined  the 
roots  on  the  elms  at  123d  Street  and  Broadway  and  they  went 
down  eq^ht  feet  deq>  in  a  trench  blasted  for  a  wal^  main. 

The  kind  of  sdl,  water  supply  and  climatic  contfitiras  are  also 
important  factors  to  be  considered  in  deciding  this  question* 

As  we  understand  from  the  model,  the  varieties  to  be  planted 
wiD  be  evergreens*  No  doubt  trees  twenfy*-five  to  durtjr  fedt  in 
height  couM  be  successfully  grown,  but  it  would  cort  considmble 
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to  anchor  them  securely  (against  the  high  winds  of  winter),  and 
then  again  the  question  of  care  and  *»Ai^*f5*n,  PV'Opcr  drumge  and 
nrigatkm  would  be  Imui^  upu 

The  objections  to  the  concrete  base  would  be  from  frost  and 
improper  drainag^t  the  latter  often  caysing  the  roots  to  decay  and 
the  tree  to  die; 

In  reference  to  the  thirteen  vents  which  are  shown  on  the  model 
with  a  planting  of  trees  around  each,  this  planting  would  be  very 
weO  indeed  provided  that  diere  is  no  smoke  from  bcomotives. 

Many  small  trees  and  shrubs  that  would  be  destroyed  due  to 
the  excavations  can  be  saved,  if  planted  out  elsewhere  and  replanted. 
(No  profisioa  is  made  for  dus—^aaodicr  eEaiqple  of  extravagant 
and  needless  waste.) 

As  Riverside  Park  has  a  westerly  slope,  eiposed  to  the  full 
rays  of  die  sun  and  also  to  the  sweeping  winter  winds  from  the 
I-bdson,  k  would  iq)pear  that  widi  a  maximum  (rf  diree  feet  of 
top  soil  the  city  would  have  to  go  to  considerable  expense  in  water- 
ing and  manuring  the  soil  on  top  of  the  deck.  The  best  irrigaticm 
qrstem  possible  would  have  to  be  installed,  for  it  would  loqdre 
mndi  care  and  atUntkm  to  grow  grass  as  now  carpets  the  lawns  of 
Riverside  Park. 

The  subject  of  surface  dramage  should  not  be  omlookedL  for 
It  is  not  a  question  <rf  a  few  years  diat  die  residents  of  New  York 

Gty  should  bear  in  mind,  but  the  question  of  cool,  ever  valuable 
recreation  grounds  for  her  ever  increasing  p(^;mlation. 

The  cipiestion  of  large  trees  and  M^iethar  or  not  they  can  be 
grown  successfully  in  three  feet  of  soil  on  top  of  the  deck  is  a  very 
difficult  one.  One  thing  is  certain  and  that  is  it  will  be  many 
years  before  the  same  imnfortable  shade  diat  is  given  by  the  b^| 
oaks  and  maples  that  ire  now  gioiraig  m  Riverside  PaA  can 
be  enjoyed. 

Good  top  soil  is  absolutely  necessary.  We  would  say  that 
a  d^nite  dehvmd  piioe  can  be  secured  ixom  contractors  in  New 
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YcMfk  C^.  (Has  this  been  considered  as  part  of  jwoposed 
cootract?) 

Trees  fifteen  feet  wide  (again  note,  tiiese  are  *m»^  breet,  not 
nndi  larger  than  shrubs)  can  be  planted  and  made  to  grow 
yngfmmiy  m  dnee  feet  of  soil.  But  die  conditions  varying  from 
normal  would  be  that  the  deck,  which  would  be  a  foot  or  more  of 
concrete,  makes  the  soil  colder  in  winter  and  drier  in  sununer. 
Irriialkm  will  control  the  latter,  but  tmdar  normal  the  roots  go 
down  between  die  rocks  and  get  food  and  moisture  and  the  lower 
roots  do  not  freeze. 
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WOMAN'S  LEAGUE  FOR  THE  PROTECTION 

OF 

RIVERSIDE  PARK 
Article  II  of  CoNsimmoN 

OBJECT 

"The  object  for  which  this  Leagne  is  formed  is  die  protectioB  of 
die  territocy  incfaided  at  diis  present  time.  1916.  in  die  area  of 
Rivoside  Park,  to  keq>  ft  forever  inviolate  for  the  use  of  the  public" 

OmCERS 
Preadeni 

Mrs.  Charles  A.  Bryan 

Treasurer 

Mm  Georgie  Wayne  Day 

£xecalrM  Board 

Mrs.  James  M.  Stewart,  Mrs.  John  Qapperton  Kerr.  Mis. 
Ardiur  Melville  Shrady.  Mrs.  John  C  Coleman,  Mis.  William  R. 
Stewart.  Mrs.  Henry  A.  Wise  Wood,  Mrs.  Charles  Griffin.  Mrs. 
Jean  Dwighl  Franklin,  Mrs.  Jacob  W.  Loeb,  Mrs.  Percy  W. 
Boynton.  Miss  Dorsett,  Miss  Frances  Petos.  Mis.  Stephen  Coles. 

You  can  h^  as  eUier  by  wri^  a  letter  of  inrotest  to  Ae 
Mavmr  or  by  joumg  our  League. 

DUES.  $1.00 
Miss  Georgie  Wayne  Day,  Tnmer 

Greenwich,  Conn. 
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